SAMPLE QUESTIONS for Science Fair Judging

To Judge the Research Question or Problem and the Design and Methodology:
· What is the purpose/objective of your study?
· What are some previous studies? What are possible sources of error? What is/are your controls?

To Judge Execution – Data Collection, Analysis, and Interpretation:
· Why did you do the statistical analysis you did? What does it mean? 
· How many times did you repeat your tests? On what did you base your conclusions?
· Are there any other approaches you might have taken to your research? How much time did your study take?
· What instruments did you use for your measurements? Who helped with your project?
· Do you think you could continue this project on your own? What would you do differently if you repeated your work now? What would you do next? What’s the next step?

To Judge Creativity Ability:
· Why is this project important to you? Where did you get the idea for your project?
· What did you enjoy most about your project? Of what value is your project to society?
· What problems arose during your investigation? How did you overcome them?
· Did you modify any of the procedures you found in literature? Why or why not? Explain why you made any modifications – what they were and why you tried that.
· Do your results indicate further study is needed?

To Judge the Poster Presentation:
· Check to see if the material is organized, with clear graphics and legends Check to see if supporting documentation is available
· Spelling, neatness, grammar correct?

To Judge the Interview Presentation:
· Ask questions about the basic science related to the project.
· Why is this study important or relevant?
· What did each member of a team project contribute to the team effort? What would you do next if you had more time or wanted to continue? 
